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Course Description:
This course is designed to assist participants to plan, and implement an effective outdoor environment – an area of young children’s development that has not received a great deal of attention in recent years. Participants will recognize how to evaluate various outdoor environments and activities, while becoming familiar with how it can affect children’s self-esteem. All developmental domains will be discussed: social, emotional, cognitive, physical (large & small motor development), as well language-literacy development. 
Course Objectives:
This course is intended to:
· Help participants become aware of the importance of having a well-situated, equipped outdoor learning environment to assist children in their development in various domains.

· Through site visits, discussions regarding personal experiences, etc. participants will acquire an understanding of the importance of outdoor environments in a quality early childhood setting.
· Prepare the participants to effectively design and implement a “quality” outdoor environment.

Student Learning Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, participants should be able to:

· Define the need for having a well-designed outdoor learning environment.

· Discuss the necessary components that are involved in designing a meaningful learning garden, that reflects the children’s local environment.
· Describe how such a teaching methodology supports preschool children’s learning in the classroom.

· Develop a plan for implementing an Outdoor Learning Garden with activities. 
Length of Course:
11 lecture hours

Prerequisite:

None

Grading:

Letter grade (A-F)


Text Required:
The Great Outdoors: Restoring Children’s Right to Play Outside, by  Rivkin, M.S. (1995).  NAEYC: Washington, DC

Academic Honesty:
As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

Course Outline: 

1. Vanishing Habitats & Access
2. Considerations in Designing Outdoor Learn & Play Areas
3. Learning Gardens at Your Center/School

4. Safety Outdoors

5. Peaceful Playgrounds

6. Community Efforts

7. Children’s Right to Play   

8. Resources & References
9. Development of a Professional Action Plan
